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EMMANUEL RE-DISCOVERED  
 

By Martha Jane Petersen  
Served in Taiwan, Ghana, Nigeria, 1962-1981  

Creates “improvisational quilt” wall hangings through the Swannanoa Valley Fine Arts League 
 

Swish, peak, boom. 
Swish, peak, boom. 

I walk the palm-fringed Ghana shore 
trying to find Christmas. 
Out over the crashing surf, 

I spot a freighter sailing westward, 
    toward America – Home. 
 
I miss home this Christmas, 

with its frosted evergreens 
candle-lit churches, shopping such. 

My Christmas spirit, so called, seems to have 
melted in tropical torpor. 

But the waves, swishing and booming 
     challenge my inertia. 
 
Ahead of me, I hear a jangle: 

two small boys beating on rusted metal pieces. 
To their cadence march a dozen men in unison 
Pulling at the large seine arcing out into 

the ocean for a hundred yards. 
They sing as they step, and I wonder what  

about:   the sea? 
their toil?   
the mystery of life itself? 

 

I sit down to watch them haul in the blue net 
And after an hour, before the gathering crowd, 
     the catch is laid out:  hundreds of fish 
   wiggling and squirming 
  like one shivering body. 
  Children gape and dart; 
The men fold the heavy net and carry 
   it away; 
Women, barefooted with babies on 
                            their backs, 
  fill their headpans with fish 
 for selling or smoking. 
 
Suddenly, I discover Christmas anew 
Among the fishermen 
 the teeming nets 
 the tossing waves, 
As I think of Galilee 
  and Jesus. 
Jesus lived among fishermen 
 among the barefoot folk of 
  the third world. 
Emmanuel would know the thatched huts 
  open markets 
 the common eating pots  
  of Africa. 

 

(Contributed to the compilation: Women in Africa: Telling It Like It Is by Nancy Dimmock. Published in 1994) 
 
Martha Jane and her husband, Pete, founded Villa International in Atlanta 
after they returned from (PCUSA) mission service in Africa. They also 
started the Christmas International House program.  The Petersens were 
frequent visitors at Mission Haven in the 80's and 90's, especially when 
former missionary colleagues were on furlough.  
 
This year’s pandemic restrictions may have you “trying to find Christmas” 
in your own land.  Express your lament to God … ponder what you are 
missing … then listen … and observe … perhaps you, too, will “discover 
Christmas anew” as you encounter Emmanuel, God with us …  
 
May you experience new wonders, unexpected joys, and reassuring hope.  


